Universidade Federal do Fio Grande do Sul
Serretaria de Comunicagdo Social

& English (B F

ur%ns JormAL DA UNIVERSIDADE

HOME QUEM SOMOS » EDITORIAIS w REFORTAGEMS w ARTIGOS COLUMAS w MUMERDS

Q. Euscar

= LLTIRAS

Projects aim to encourage students to stay in undergraduate
programs
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Academic life | Engaging students in class activities and fostering a sense of belonging can contribute to reducing
dropout rates in higher education
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Upen reaching higher educaticn, students face a different reality from the cne experienced before: & new study envircnrent, new classmates, Dionatan Gabrial @ cancantarerts pela

teachers, spaces and crganizaticns that are different from those of basic education. For many pecple, adapting to this new context and staying in agric ultura
college can be a major challenge, According to the Technical Summary of the Higher Education Census 20271, most dropouts cocur in the first
twe wears, Dropout is influenced by multiple factors, making it challenging to pinpoint & single cause and, consequently, to find comprehensive
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soluticns.

According to the researcher Lecnarde Heidemann, coordinator of the Undergraduate Fhysics Commissicon at LIFREGS, dropouts are commonly
attributed to infrastructure difficulties — lack of money, housing, etc, — and repetitive failures, Howewver, studies indicate that there are cther

influencing factors, such as the transiticn from primarny to higher education, the lack of & sense of belenging to the chosen program or to the dane nuzilhad s eleitora| venazuelang
university, the misunderstanding of how the undergraduate curriculurm can make the student the professicnal they want to be and, alsc, Broken

expectations. He points cut that it is very important that managers assign introducteny courses toowelcoming teachers whe do not neglect

classroocm interacticns, as itis in the initial phase that students establish relaticnships with cther classmates and with the undergraduste program

itself, & scenaric that can define whether they continue or drop cut. Incwrag 3o tec nolégica na fundic 3o de

ligasz metdlicas
Different sectors at LIFRGS are working to understand, predict and propose sclutions to help students stay in the university, These activities range

fror collecting data to understand which students are at risk of dropping cut, to setting up rentoring among students to encourage them to stay

and help with their studies,
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In the images, LIFRGS students on & break between rorning classes atthe Vale Campus {Photos: Flavic Dutral|U)
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A course called *Intreduction to Physics” has been created for the Undergraduate Program in Physics Educaticn. The aim is for students to
understand the practical spplicaticn of subjects offered cutside the Institute of Physics, s well s to intreduce some of the contents that will be

cowvered in depth later on, Active teaching methodolegies are used, which rake the student think and debate critically with cther colleagues, to Desinfomnac Io cientifica & um problerna

encocurage them to talk to each cther, Heidemann gives &s an example a method where students, upcn encountering & preklem, must convince RUbliceq i atravesss fontsits

cthers with reascns that justify the answer they have given.

The Institute of Mathematics and Statistics {IME] offers the course *Frofessicon of the Statistician”™ to students of the Bachelor's in Statistics, aiming to
present perspectives for the future professicnal. Cne of the activities involves discussicns with gradustes currently employed in the job market,
“Fre-Mathematics” is alsc held at the IME for Mathematics both undergraduate and graduate students, Freshren are invited to take partin
workshops to consclidete knowledge on basic mathernatical contents, These workshops are held about & week before classes start, providing a

meoment of integraticn between the newcomers,
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Mentoring and tutoring as a means of permanence

Beyond introducing students to their course and showing thern possible prospects for the future, it's important to help them through their journey,

The exchange between senicr students and newcomers can be a welcoming, counseling and learning tocl,

The Mentaring Program for International Relations Students {PROMERI} is armong the initiatives that encourages student rentoring, FECMERI
is designed for students recently got entrance to the Internaticnal Relaticns Frogram through the Affirmative Acticn Program, whe are mentored by
gradugte students, The program is not restricted to students in their first semester: quotas lew students in Internaticnal Eelaticns can take partin

the acticns offered in any semester of their undergrad studies.

According to the project’s coordinator, Tatiana Vargas Maia, sorme of the difficulties that arise are not knowing how to prepare for an assessment or
to organize for their studies and the university routine, not understanding how a particular assessment works and not knowing the cpportunities
within LIFRGS, The purpose of the program is to alleviate these difficulties threugh mentoring, Werkshops are alsc held for all the students taking

partin the project, based on the demands they present,

In the Physics Educaticn Program, the mentoring format is different, being crganized by senicrs whe are willing te help freshrmen in their acadermic
routines, Cne of the crganizers of this initiative, student Ingrid YWekber, says that these mentorships work like sponscrship, which has been

happening for scme time, but some senicrs were mere invclved than cthers, and the contact with the freshmen was often lost,

As @ result, & study was carried cut in partnership with the Center for Studies and Acticns for Student Persistence {MEAPE) and sponscrship on the
course was restructured with better defined roles and cbjectives, At the beginning of the semester, freshmen and senicrs answer a form and, after
the snswers are compared, sponsor and sponseefspoenscred with similar characteristics and interests are selected, Througheout the semester, the

senicr student acts as & reference for the freshman to ask questicns about classes and cther aspects of the university,

The Institute of Mathermatics and Statistics has roniters to perform similar duties, The Student Menitering Project has three reonitcrs whe are at &

more advanced stage of the course and who help younger students with advice, crganizaticn, and issues about the course,
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Dther programs and actions at UFRGS

The School of Administraticn {EA) and the Institute of Chemistry [} are working on & Student Support Protecel, In each faculty, the protoccl has its
cwn particularities and is at different stages of implermentaticn, but itis & joint proposal by both departrnents, implermented by the undergraduate
committees in partnership with the student affairs technicians, The protocel stipulates that students at risk of dropping cut are identified and
mecnitcred By checking their performance via 5I5GRAD and by contacting teachers, Students are cffered individual assistance with registraticn and

study crganizaticn, as well as & time to be listened to and share experiences,

n & more general level at the university, the Director for Student Affairs {FRAE] offers pedagogical and social support to students whe are
memkbers of the FEAE Benefits Frogram, with the chjective of listening to and advising them on matters of experience and pedagogy, and
collaborating to create strategies for better learning. PRAE alsc runs the “Learning to Learn” project, which has had twe editicns s far, in which

workshops are offered to help students who want to improve their academic performance,

Addressing the challenge of combating dropout rates invelves collecting and analyzing data on the subject, In this sense, the #ACOMPANHA!
Program, which is managed by FRCOGRAD, ims to expand student monitoring by grouping data about students and making it availakble in &
centralized way, LUFRGS program managers can access the "Pedagogical Management” tab in the manager's panel and check data reports on
their respective students, to find cut the ones who are at risk of dropping cut, FRCOGRAD also monitors the data and contacts the COMGRADS so that

they can offer greater support to these students at risk,

According to the Executive Vice-President for Undergraduste Studies, Leandro Raizer, one of the highest dropout rates st UFRGS is caused by the

fact that students stop enrclling, He stresses the importance of, when necessary, suspending enrcllment rather than not enrclling at all; in this way,
the link with LIFR(5 is maintained.

Entering higher educaticn can ke & less challenging experience when acticns aimed at the pedagogical well-Being of students are carried cut,
Making students feel part of the place where they live and understand where they can get towith the training they are doing can ke, in most cases,

fundamental for them to stay,
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Translated intc English by Refaela Alexandre de Dliveira, undergraduate student enrclled in the course *Supervised Translaticn
Training |l {English)” of the Uindergraduate Frogram in Language and Literature, under the supervisicn and translaticn revision of
Frofessor Elizamari B, Becker {F.h.D.] - ILALIFRGS.
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Projetos buscam incentivar 8 permanéncia estudantil na graduagio
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